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UK 

Basic facts + Geography 

The British Isles are formed by the two major islands of ......................... and ........................ and more than 

5,000 small ones. The isles are washed off by the North Sea in the north and east, by the Irish Sea and Atlantic 

Ocean in the west. 

The UK is situated ......................... of the European continent between the Atlantic Ocean and the North Sea. 

There is the ......................... between the UK and France. 

Most famous smaller islands are The Isle of Man, Hebrides Isles, Shetland and Orkney. 

The capital of the UK is ......................... . The official name is the .................................................. . 

Its area is about 244,755 square miles. The longest river is the ......................... . The biggest British lake is  

......................... in Northern Ireland. 

The climate is mild and humid with average temperature ranging from 4°C in winter to 16°C in summer. For 

tourists, the summer is the best season with fine weather, not too hot for travelling 23-25 °C. 

The British Commonwealth of Nations is a voluntary association of Great Britain and its former colonies in 

Europe, Asia, Africa and America. It was founded in 1931 and has 49 members. 

 

Political system  

Great Britain is a ......................... with the constitution as the supreme law and the Queen ......................... as the 

head of state. She is on throne since 1952 to now. The British parliament is one of the oldest in the world. 

 

Symbols 

The British national flag is called ......................... and it is a combination of England, Scotland and Ireland 

cross. The national anthem is "God Save the Queen!". 

 

Population 

The original inhabitants were the ......................... and there are remnants of their language in Welsh, Scottish 

and Irish Gaelic. The official language is English. 

 

Souvenirs 

Popular souvenirs are ............................................................................................................................................. . 

 

Sports 

Sports play an important part in the life in Britain and are popular leisure activity.  Many of the world's famous 

sports began in Britain, including ............................................................................................................ . 

England's national sport is ......................... although ......................... is seen as a national sport because it is the 

most popular sport. Some of England's football teams are world famous, such as ................................................ .  

......................... originated from Rugby school in Warwickshire. It is similar to football, but played with an oval 

ball.  



The world's most famous tennis tournament is ......................... . It is traditional for visitors to eat strawberries 

and cream while they watch the tennis. 

......................... is the largest female team sport in England. ......................... and ......................... are popular 

spectator sports. People can place bets on the races at legal betting offices. ......................... was brought to 

Britain from India by army officers and it is the fastest ball sport in the world. 

Scotland is traditionally regarded as the home of ......................... . 

In the nineteenth century, students at Oxford and Cambridge were huge fans of ......................... and began to 

race against each other on the Thames River every year. Today, the University Boat Race is held every spring. 

......................... is one of the most popular outdoor sports in the UK (fishermen can be seen sitting beside rivers 

and lakes) and ......................... is a very popular pub game. The game of darts was invented in the north of 

England. 

 

Cities, towns, important places 

.........................  has been a university town since 12
th

 century. It lies on the river Thames.  

Cambridge has an important university. There are many museums. 

.........................  is the birthplace of the Beatles. It became one of the world’s greatest cities and ports. 

Canterbury - there is famous cathedral. 

......................... is a prehistoric monument located in the English county of Wiltshire.   

Bath was founded by the Romans who built a spa there which is still well-known. 

......................... is the birthplace of William Shakespeare. 

The coast of Cornwall is called English Riviera as there are sandy beaches and palm trees. 

 

UK has four parts - England, Scotland, ......................... and .......................... . 

Wales 

The capital of Wales is Cardiff and St David is the patron of the country. There are mountains called the 

Cambrians with the highest peak ......................... . The national instrument is .........................  and the symbol is 

daffodil. 

 

Scotland 

The biggest city is Glasgow but the capital is the historical town of ......................... . The typical instrument is 

the ......................... and typical Scot is dressed in the pleated tartan kilt. 

 

Ireland 

Ireland is divided into the Northern Ireland / Ulster and the Republic of the Ireland / Eire. The capital of Ulster 

is Belfast and the capital of Eire is Dublin. The symbol of the country is a ......................... . The Irish like 

playing Gaelic football or curling. 

  

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prehistoric
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monument
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wiltshire


Find famous British people: 

Writers: ................................................................................................................................................................... 

Actors: ..................................................................................................................................................................... 

Actresses: ................................................................................................................................................................. 

Explorers: ................................................................................................................................................................ 

Filmmakers: ............................................................................................................................................................   

Humourists: ............................................................................................................................................................ 

Inventors: ................................................................................................................................................................ 

Musicians: ............................................................................................................................................................... 

Sportsmen and sportswomen: ............................................................................................................................... 

Chefs: ....................................................................................................................................................................... 

Music groups: ........................................................................................................................................................ 

 

Name typical British leisure activities: 

................................................................................................................................................................................... 

................................................................................................................................................................................... 

................................................................................................................................................................................. . 

 

Test 

hlavní město     na východě     dudy 

skládaná tartanová skotská sukně  rozdělit     písečná pláž 

narcis      zbytky / pozůstatky    národní vlajka 

volnočasové aktivity    mírné a vlhké klima    člen 

Britské společenství národů   dobrovolné sdružení    bývalá kolonie 

založit      nejvyšší právo     hlava státu 

národní hymna    největší jezero     Temže 

lázně      rodiště      přístav 

 


