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Vaclav Havel

Vaclav Havel (5. October 1936 — 18. December 2011) was a Czech playwright,
essayist, poet, dissident and politician.

Havel was the ninth and last president of Czechoslovakia (1989-1992) and the first
president of the Czech Republic (1993-2003). He wrote more than 20 plays and numerous
non-fiction works, translated internationally.

Havel was voted 4th in Prospect magazine's 2005 global poll of the world's top 100
intellectuals. At the time of his death he was Chairman of the New York-based Human Rights
Foundation.

Havel received many recognitions, including the United States Presidential Medal of
Freedom, the Gandhi Peace Prize, the Philadelphia Liberty Medal, the Order of Canada, and
many others.

Havel was born in Prague on 5 October 1936 and grew up in a well-known, wealthy
entrepreneurial and intellectual family, which was closely linked to the cultural and political
events in Czechoslovakia from the 1920s to the 1940s.

His father, Vaiclav Maria Havel, was the owner of the suburban Barrandov Terraces,
located on the highest point of Prague, and of the large Barrandov Film Studios. Havel's
mother, Bozena Vavreckova, came also from an influential family; her father was
a Czechoslovak ambassador and a well-known S.

During the first week of the invasion of Czechoslovakia in 1968, Havel assisted the
resistance by providing an on-air narrative via Radio Free Czechoslovakia station (at Liberec).
Following the suppression of the Prague Spring in 1968, he was banned from the theatre
where he had been working, and became more politically active. His political activities
resulted in multiple stays in prison.

In 1964, Havel married Olga Splichalova. Olga Havlové died of cancer in Prague in

1996, aged 62. For "outstanding contributions for democracy and human rights”, she was
posthumously awarded the Order of Tomas Garrigue Masaryk in 1997.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/VVaclav Havel

1. Match the highlighted words in the text with the definitions below:

Hapenning after somebody’s death
Happening more than once

Synonym for rich

Author of theatre plays

Somebody who writes for newspapers
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Now use the information and prepare an oral presentation illustrated with
pictures, books, other materials, it should be about 3 minutes long.
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