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G'day mate.How are you going?

The isolated geographical position of Australia had great influence on its fauna and flora. 

That is why many animals and plants developed differently from those on other continents. 

Australia is a land of birds and animals which can not be found anywhere else in the world.

What do you know about Australian fauna and flora?

Australia‛s endemic animals and birds are:

•  kangaroo 
•  koala
•  wombat
•  echidna 

• platypus 
• dingo (wild dog)

• emu 
• kookaburra 
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The kangaroo is the largest marsupial in the world. 
An animal carries babies in the pouch for 8 months. It can weigh 85 kilograms.

Why a “kangaroo”? 

When European explorers first saw these strange animals they asked a native Australian 
Aborigine about their name. He answered “kangaroo” to say “I don‛t understand your 
question”. 
The explorers thought this was the animal‛s name. That is how the kangaroo got its name.

Kangaroo
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The koala is a small bear-like animal which lives in the eucalyptus trees. 
Most of its time the koala spends in these trees sleeping. They eat only some kinds of 
eucalyptus trees that grow in Australia. 
The name “koala” is the Aboriginal name for “no water”. 

Koala has a black nose and thick furry coat. It can weigh 10 kilograms. Though it looks very 
funny it has very sharp teeth and very sharp claws. The koala‛s nickname is a “native bear”. 
Many people think that koala is a bear but it is related to the kangaroo and the wombat. 

Koala
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http://summer.blog.cz/0605/maciky
1

http://summer.blog.cz/0605/maciky
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The platypus is a small animal with a beak of a duck and it also lays eggs.

Egg-laying mammals
echidna

platypus(The echidna and the platypus are 
the only two egg-laying mammals in the world.)

The echidna is a toothless ant-eater and is an egg-laying mammal. 
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The emu and the kangaroo are represented 
on the Australian coat-of-arms.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australia
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The emu is the most interesting bird in Australia.
 It is big and can‛t fly.

Other animals

Tasmanian devil

Kookaburra
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Wombat
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/australia
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The rabbit and all the domestic animals were introduced into Australia by the settlers less 
than two hundred years ago.

The Great Barrier Reef is a unique phenomenon of nature of Australia. It stretches about 
2000 km. There are more than 350 species 
of corals, which make the Great Barrier Reef
one of the natural wonders of the world.
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Hi! 
I‛m Kenny, the Koala from Australia.
Remember, I am not a bear. I haven‛t got a big body.
I‛m soft and grey but my belly is white. I have got big fluffy ears and a large nose. 
It helps me sniff out my favourite food. My tail is very small. 
My hands have got two thumbs, three fingers and sharp claws. 
They help me climb trees. I eat eucalyptus leaves. They are very juicy and tasty. 
I‛m lazy. I sleep 20 hours a day. Baby koalas live in a pouch and drink milk. 

Do you remember?
1.Koala is a bear. YES/NO
2.Koalas live in Australia. YES/NO
3.Koala‛s belly is white. YES/NO
4.Koalas have got big ears. YES/NO
5. Koalas haven‛t got a tail. YES/NO
6. Koalas like eucalyptus leaves. YES/NO
7. Koalas like to sleep. YES/NO
8. Koala can‛t climb trees.  YES/NO
9. Baby koalas like milk. YES/NO
10. Eucalyptus leaves are juicy. YES/NO 7

eucalyptus tree
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